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YOUR INVITATION _ 


TO EXPERIENCE THE 


GOOD FOR ONE TRIP | 
on Str. G. A. Boeckling for an employee of __ 
THE G. A. BOECKLING COMPANY 


By the using of this ticket the holder agrees that all risk of | 
accidents or injury while riding on this ticket is assumed by the | 
rider. If used by anyone but person to whom it is given by this }| 
Company, it will be taken up and prosecution follow. | og 


-EDW. A. SMITH © 


Pres. & Gen. Mgr. — 
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DEDICATED TO — 
LEE BAUMEISTER 


My husband, business partner 
and my best friend. 


Lover of people, boating and heritage. 


It was his love for his paternal grandfather 
Ed Baumeister, who helped build the Coliseum 
at Cedar Point, that lead him to the “Park”. 


It was his love for his maternal grandfather, 
Roy Parker, the owner of the Caterpiller, 
Rocket Ships, and other rides of early Cedar 
Point, that kept him at the local resort in his 
teenage years. 


It was his love for boating that lead him to 
loan his van for the “crew” to travel to 
Sturgeon Bay and bring the “Boeckling” home. 


It was his love of people, boats and heritage 
that convinced him to accept a position on the 
“Board” of the “Boeckling”. 


It only seems fitting to dedicate this book to 
a man, who spent endless hours helping with 
the restoration and who eagerly awaits to 
ride her once again to Cedar Point. 


What is heritage, if we don’t save it? 
Your grandfathers would be so proud! 


Nae 
Lad 


Many thanks to the following for all their assistance with 
the book: 


Don and Rose Nath Sandusky Register 

Gordon and Barb Wendt Sandusky Library 

Marge Kroft Kristen Ackley 
Cedar Point 


Thanks also to my daughters; Deb, Lynn, Jenny and Steph, 
who assisted with the book or life itself during the long 
hours of research. 


As a tribute to my husband, and his heritage, the proceeds 
of this book are being donated to the “Friends of the 
Boeckling” for renovation and research projects. 


WHAT HAVE WE, 

IF WE DO NOT CLING TO 
OUR MEMORIES OR 
PROTECT OUR HERITAGE? 


It started as a few concerned citizens who wanted to 
preserve a piece of their city’s history. There were many 
who believed that their dream would never come true, yet 
there were many more who did. | suppose if it were not for 
those doubtful few, the challenge would not have been so 
great. The route from Sturgeon Bay to Sandusky was a . 
difficult one. But, what do we have if we do not cling to 
our memories or protect our heritage? 


The following is a pictoral synopsis of the “G.A. 
Boeckling’s” colorful history. 


FROM HIS MODEST BEGINNINGS, 
HE LAUNCHED A CAREER AS 
MASTER SALESMAN AND PROMO— 
TIONAL GENIUS. 


George A. Boeckling was born on February 2, 1862 to 
German immigrant parents in Michigan City, Indiana. He 
completed very little formal education. However, from 
these modest beginnings, he launched a career as master 
salesman and promotional genius. 

He held many jobs in his early life including salesman 
for the Alaska Refrigerator Co. and dealings in wholesale 
lumber and land development. In 1897, as general 
passenger agent for the Lake Erie & Western Railroad, 
he came to Cedar Point in search of a resort outlet for 
their passenger service. In December of that year, he 
formed the Cedar Point Resort Company of Indiana and 
took over the existing Cedar Point which had assets of 
$55,000.00 and had lost $7,500.00 the previous year. He 
purchased the Cedar Point Peninsula for a mere 
$256,000.00. 

By 1909, under Boeckling’s direction, net profits 
exceeded $100,000.00 and by 1920 annual revenues were 
well over $1,000,000.00. He was singlehandedly respon- 
sible for laying the foundation of Cedar Point. 

He understood the public’s wants and the resort’s 
needs for a transportation system. Although trains brought 
visitors to Cedar Point for many years. Mr. Boeckling 
cooperated with ship owners to establish steamship 
service from Cleveland in 1907. 

He was a shrewd businessman. For this reason he was 
sometimes thought to be arrogant and overbearing. He 
once boasted that his salary was higher than the gover- 
nor’s. 

“For thirty years he ruled over his strip of lakefront.” 
“At his command Morrish castles rose from the sand and 
Venetian Lagoons materialized out of swamps.” 

In 1914 he was unsurpassable. He was Sandusky’s 
largest industry. Despite the large amount of money he 
spent on his own lifestyle, he provided necessities for the 
children of Sandusky for many years. 

In his later years he suffered from poor health, but this 
did not stop his daily visits to the resort in his wheelchair. 

George A. Boeckling died in his home on Columbus 
Avenue on July 24, 1931. Along with him died the inspira- 
tion and foresight that has made him a legend. 


GEORGE ARTHUR BOECKLING 
1862 - 1931 


FROM “BATHING” 
TO BOATING — 
THE BOECKLING 


“Somebody should erect a bathing house on the lake 
side of Cedar Point... There is no finer place for bathing in 
the world ...” Someone must have taken on the challenge, 
for in 1878 the bath house proprietor advertised bathing 
suits for rent for 10¢. 

In the years to follow, the steamer “Young Raindeer’”’ 
made trips from Sandusky to the “Cedar Point Beer 
Garden” and later the steamer ‘‘R.B. Hayes” pioneered a 
route to Biemiller’s Cover. A new dance hall was built on 
the peninsula and the local residents who wanted to “get 
away from it all” could enjoy bathing, boating, fishing and 
dancing. 

This advertisement appeared in 1895: “The Eden Spot 
on Lake Erie — The Ever Popular, Charming, Healthful 
Cedar Point Pleasure Resort, with its manifold attractions 
is the finest place in the world for a day’s outing or society 
DICMIG. ae 

The second steamboat to become a regular on the 
Sandusky to Cedar Point run was the “A. Wehrle, Jr.”. 
Together the “R.B. Hayes” and the “A. Wehrle, Jr.” served 
Cedar Point with the help of several other fill in boats. 

In 1897 George A. Boeckling, now the general pass- 
enger agent for the Lake Erie & Western Railroad, 
discovered Cedar Point as a new resort outlet for their 
passenger service. In December of 1897 he formed the 
Cedar Point Co. of Indiana. He was a business genius and 
the driving force behind the new company. Little did 
anyone know that this event was to change the course of 
history for Cedar Point and her boats. 


Traffic to Cedar Point had puttoo much of ademand on 
the existing steamboats. It was very evident that something 
had to be done to increase the capacity of the Bay Trans- 
portation Company’s fleet. On December 12, 1906 it was 
announced that the company was to acquire a “practically 
new” steamboat. It was to have a capacity of 1200 with 12 
staterooms, a dance floor and beveled glass windows. 

Much publicity was released before the ‘New York’s” 
arrival on May 26, 1907. She hosted a celebration at the 
Columbus Avenue Dock on June 1, 1907. The public was 
obviously disappointed at the sight of the “practically 
new” nineteen year old steamship. Due to her advanced 
age she only served for two seasons. 
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THE 


DAWN 


KEFL LAID 
MARCH 25, 1909 


HULL COMPLETED 
APRIL, 1909 


SIDE LAUNCHED 
MAY 6, 1909 


FINISHING DOCKS 
JUNE 1909 


On November 20, 1908 the “New York” was towed from 
Sandusky to Detroit with the promise of a new double- 
ended side-wheel steamboat to be built. No mention was 
made at the time as to the disposition of the “New York’s” 
engine. However, it was destined for Boeckling’s new 
$120,000.00 boat. 

The enthusiasm mounted for this new double-ended 
steamboat as a contest was held to choose a name for her. 
Out of 3864 entries the name most chosen was “G.A. 
Boeckling.” 

On March 25, 1909 her keel was laid. In April the 156 
foot hull had been completed. On May 6th, she was side 
launched with no engine, paddle wheels or houses. Thirty 
days later she laid at the finishing docks with the engine 
and paddle wheels from the “New York” installed, and on 
June 17th, she made her trial runs on Lake St. Claire. 


TRIAL RUN. 
JUNE 17, 1909 


THE BOAT 


The “Boeckling”, being a double-ender, had a pilot 
house and rudder at each end. Instead of turning the boat 
around, the captain simply walked to the other end. While 
the double-ended style was common for river ferries, it 
was unusual on Great Lakes passenger vessels. 

She consisted of four levels. The officer’s dining room 
and galley, the boiler room, the engine room and crew’s 
quarters were all in the hull area below the maindeck. She 
was powered by an inclined, compound, reciprocating, 
condensing 600 horsepower steam engine, fired by a 
twelve foot by twelve foot scotch boiler. This type of engine 
was rare to find on a Great Lakes Steamer. The usual type 
was the walking beam variety. The engine room was in 
plain view from the main deck which allowed passengers 
to watch the connecting rods and cranks drive the 16’ 
paddle wheels. This is one of her best remembered 
features. 
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Large oak staircases, fore and aft, led to the second 
or promanade deck. This deck contained seating for pass- 
engers and the grand saloon which was richly embossed 
in golden oak. The boat or Texas deck was for crew mem- 
bers only and contained the officers’ cabins, pilot houses 
and life boats. 


On June 26, 1909 the “‘Boeckling” was christened, 
while the caliope of the “Eastland” played the accompani- 
ment of “I Wish | Had A Girl Just Like You”, “Yankee 
Doodle” and the “National Anthem”’. It was a proud day for 
Sandusky and for her double-ended, double-decked, 
paddlewheeler. Miss Lucille Dehnel, the sponsor, stands 
with George Boeckling and 34 young ladies on the 
memorable day. Grasped in Miss Dehnel’s hand is a bottle 
of Hommel’s White Star Champagne, a local favorite for 
christening ceremonies. 

The “Boeckling’s” first official trip took place on June 
26, 1909 with a capacity 2000 people aboard. 


ZENITH 


In 1911 it was announced that an automobile road was 
to be built continuing east from the resort the length of the 
peninsula to Sheldon’s Folly. Boeckling’s keen foresight 
led him to believe that the “horseless carriage” was here 
to stay. The new road was completed in 1914 and heavily 
traveled until the Spring of 1917 when a storm washed 
most of the road away. Anew entrance was purchased just 
west of Slate Cut and East of Perkins Avenue on Cleveland 
Road. This road was completed in 1920 and is still in use 
today. 

Cedar Point was growing rapidly and both the steam- 
boats and the automobiles were important modes of 
transportation for visitors. 


kB caecum 
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On April 28, 1924 the “Boeckling” shunned dis- 
aster as her captain, Henry J. Witcher, seeing funnel 
clouds approaching, cast out extra mooring lines and 
held tight at the Cedar Point Dock until the storm had 
subsided. Afterwhich, he returned his boat to Sand- 
usky only to see the devastation of the waterfront area. 
The entire passenger shelter at the Columbus Avenue 
Pier had been swept away and the auto ferry “Colum- 
bus” had sunk in her slip. 

George A. Boeckling died in the summer of 1931 
and so did his inspirational spirit, for he alone had 
been responsible for the growth of Cedar Point and 
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the economic flourishing of the Sandusky area. His 
death came during the depths of the depression. The 
country was becoming a nation on wheels and 
Boeckling’s successors could do nothing but maintain 
the resort as they found it. The resort slipped slowly 
into a state of disrepair. 

The “Boeckling” was a grand lady and proudly 
made her 2% mile trip to Cedar Point and back for 42 
years accumulating 350,000 miles and carrying as 
many as 618,000 passengers in a single season. On 
August 27, 1909, it is said, she carried a record 2500 
people on a single trip. 
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TWILIGHT 


In 1950 the resort was leased to T.C. Melrose. In the 
spring the “Boeckling” was given a civic sendoff on her 
first trip of the season to celebrate her new management. 
lronically, however, it was this same management that 
decided the old steamboat was becoming too costly to 
operate and plans where made to purchase three smaller 
65 foot diesel boats as replacements. In the spring of 1952 
the “Boeckling” lay quietly in her slip as her new replace- 
ments arrived. She loomed in the background as a 
reminder of the recent past - as progress took over. 

On July 8, 1952 the Register-Star News reported that 


the “Boeckling” had been sold to Peterson Builder’s, Inc. 


in Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin. The 150 foot tug “John Roen 
lV” would arrive on July 10th, to tow her to her new destin- 
ation. 

Faithful friends gathered that morning to bid her 
farewell. She had served her city well. Her permanence 
had been a reasurring reminder of happy days gone by. 
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ATTRACTIONS 


Her memory would fade in her absence . . . for some. 

The emotion felt by so many is summed up in the fare- 
well article on July 10, 1952: 

“Framed under a blue sky on quiet water, the veteran 
steamer “G.A. Boeckling” bade a sad goodby to Sandusk- 
ians as she slipped out of Sandusky Bay at 11 o’clock this 
morning ... Handkerchiefs flourished for the final wave 
with a few used to wipe a tear for the lamented parting of 
the old “Boeckling”. As the giant tug took hold of the 
retired ferry the operation resembled the respect that a 
youth would bestow an aged lady, a slow and gentle over- 
ture. But the ‘gay old lady’ mustered all her spirits as her 
powerful escourt took her in tow and started out the bay. 
When a last flag unfurled from a high point, the old ferry 
seemed to be singing a farewell to her friends...” 

Or was it to say, hold tight to your memories, do not 
forget. 
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Boeckling Sale 


Reported Today; 
Will Leave Here 
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Final Farewell— 


Beloved Ferry 
Quietly Enroute 
To Sturgeon Bay 


By H. L. BRADY 

Framed under a blue sky on 
nuiet water, the veteran Steamer 
. A. Boeckling bade a sad good- 
hye to Sanduskians as she slipped 
but of Sandusky Bay at 11 o’clock 
his morning on her way to Stur- 
veon Bay, Wis., where she will drop 
he. role of a ferry and join the 
ank of waterfront warehousing. 

More than 300 people gathered 
bn the Boeckling and Neuman 
Boat Lines docks to wave a last 
arewell to the much _ respected 
erry which had served long and 
ell the population of this area 
and all states of the union. Hand- 
Kerchiefs flourished for the final 
wave with a few used to wipe a 
tear for the lamented parting of 
the old Boeckling. 

The mighty tug, John Roen TV, 
flagship of the John Roen Towing 
o. Of Sturgeon Bay, arrived at 9 
o’clock: this morning to take the 
Boeckling to her new berth. The 
ug is probably the largest ever to 
ome into Sandusky Bay, being 
150 feet in length. Captain Knute 
Svensdahl was in charge of the 
ug which fairly bristled under the 
early morning sun with her sharp 
ed and black paint with gold 
lettering. 


As the giant tug took hold of the 
retired terry the operation re- 
sembled the respect that a youla 
would bestow on an aged lady, a 
slow and ventle overture, But the 
“yay old lady’ musiered all her 
spirit as her powerful escort took 
her in tow and started out the bay 
When a last overlooked flag un 
furled from a high point, the old 
ferry seemed to be Singing a fare- 
well to her faithful friends stand 
ing on the two docks. 

The tug John Roen IV expects 
to arrive in Sturgeon Bay Saturdiuy 
noon with the  Boeckling which 
will be.revamped at once to he 
put into shape for a waterfront 
warehouse to serve the Peterson 
Shipyards Co., purchasers of the 


Peterson Builders, Inc., caretakers of our BOECKLING for 30 years, 
started building boats in Stugeon Bay, Wisconsin in 1933. Fred and 
Irene Peterson started the company, then called Peterson Boat Works, 
on rented land with an 18’ x 36’ building. Fred designed, built and 
sold yachts and fish boats. 

In 1940, Peterson Boat Works received its first government contract- 
17 Wooden Submarine Chasers for the U.S. Navy. Since then, PBI has 
built minesweepers, gun boats, torpedo retrievers, tugs 
and personnel boats for the Navy. 

In addition, PBI builds research vessels, fireboats, passenger/car 
ferries, tuna purse seiners and sport fish boats out of wood, aluminum, 
steel and fiberglass. 

In 1973, the Navy contracted with Petersons to fabricate 10” x 12” 
and 24" x 30” laminated beams, which were then shaped into the skeg, 
longitudinals and other members for the 250 year old U.S.S. CONSTITUTION. 
This is only one example of PBI’s capacity for repair work. 

PBI continues to grow and prosper in Sturgeon Bay. Recently com- 
pleted Ship Construction Building #21 provides facilities for construct- 
ing vessel’s 60’ wide, 230’ long and 60’ high. Four rescue/salvage 
vessels for the Navy are being completed in the building now. 

Petersons continue to improve their yard capabilities to meet the 
demands of modern technology. New ship designs are worked out and 
drawn on PBI’s Computer Aided Design System. 

The Petersons bought the BOECKLING in 1952 and used her as a 
floating warehouse for 30 years. In those 30 years, the BOECKLING 
saw many ships launched at PBI. As the BOECKLING left for “home” 
in June of 1982, she noted the scene at PBI and recalled that she 
had served well and been well cared for in her years there, 
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A NEW DAWN 


In 1980 a small but dedicated group of citizens banned 
together, for reasons of civic pride in their waterfront, to 
form “Friends of the Boeckling”. Because of their pride 
and desire to improve the waterfront area in Sandusky, 
they visited several other cities which had successfully 
refurbished their waterfronts. One in particular seemed 
to set their dream in motion; The Harbor Place in Baltimore. 
It was here they discovered the beautiful clipper ship 
“The Pride of Baltimore”, which acted as a good will 
ambassador for the city. It did not take them long to decide 
which ship they wanted on their waterfront in Sandusky. 

In September of 1980 they went to Sturgeon Bay to 
speak to Robert Peterson and to see the “Boeckling” 
for the first time. There she lay stripped of her dignity; dis- 
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graced. Mr. Peterson was very interested in the group’s 
restoration plans for the boat, after much deliberation, 
agreed to sell the “Boeckling” on terms that were favorable 
to the “Friends”. 

Preparations were started for bringing her home. There 
was some question as to her seaworthiness, as she had 
not been in open water for thirty years. It seemed a lot to 
ask this 73 year old lady to travel 550 miles. 

A crew was sent to Sturgeon Bay to make repairs and 
prepare her for her voyage. 


By EDD PRITCHARD 
and JOHN PRZYBYS 
Staff Writers 
It was a perfect day toenjoy the sun began Wednesday morning. 


and warm lake breezes, and spend The entire journey took about 48 
hours, seven hours less than expected. 

About 1,000 people crowded onto the The two boats spent two hours waiting 
Jackson Street Pier Friday to greet off the Bass Islands before sailing into 
the G. A. Boeckling as it returned to Sandusky so as not to arrive before 


some time with a long-lost friend. 


Sandusky Bay. Hundreds more milled _ the crowds. 


along the city’s shoreline, peered The Boeckling’s return created a 
from high-rise windows and bobbed in _ festive atmosphere reminiscent of a 


small boats floating on the bay: 
The still-proud .double-ended 


community picnic. 


Whitney, ending a 550-mile trip that the roofs of cars, 


Boeckling's return 
a jewel for, the Bay 


In about 10 days, a momentous sight will appear 
on the Lake Erie horizon: The G.A. Boeckling 
returning to Sandusky. 

The Boeckling is a sidewheeler steam boat that 
ferried passengers across Sandusky Bay for almost 
a half century. 

It is being returned to its home from Sturgeon 
Bay, Wisc., where it has been used as a floating 
warehouse for almost 30 years. 

The Boeckling return is the work of a non-profit 
group, aptly called the Friends of the Boeckling. 

The Friends want to refurbish the double-ended 
steamer to its past glory and use it as a floating 
museum and for community events. It will be 
docked at the Jackson Street pier. 

A tug boat will journey to Sturgeon Bay next 
Tuesday to tow the Boeckling home. If all goes well, 
the trip will take about three days. That means the 
steamer will be back in Sandusky Bay some time 
Friday, June 4. 

Once back in the bay, the expensive work of 
refurbishing will begin. 


Men and women in shorts and T- 
steamer, the survivor of 30 yearsasa__ shirts, older couples with minds full of 
floating warehouse in Sturgeon Bay, memories, puzzled children and 
Wis., was towed into Sandusky at curious pinstriped businessmen were 
about 1 p.m. by the tug William A. standing on the edge of the pier and 
craning their 


camera-strapped necks to get a 
glimpse of the boat. 

The crowd descended onto the pier 
early. They arrived slowly at first, 
then with a mad rush as the noon hour 
approached. 

Willie Weatherspoon was at the pier 
at 10 a.m., doing some fishing and 
waiting for the Boeckling. Weathers- 
poon moved to Sandusky in 1954 and 
had never seen the boat, but looked 
foward to its return- home. 

He was ready to pull in his lines and 
stop fishing when the Boeckling 


neared the pier at about 1 p.m. ‘I pro-. 
bably won’t get to do much fishing. 


An old friend comes home 


The return of the Boeckling 


anyway, what with the crowd,” he 
said 


Near Weatherspoon was a short, 
white-haired woman who came to 
Sandusky when she married in 1929. 
She had fond memories of the 
Boeckling — the brass fittings, the 
paddle wheel, the fun. 

She was caught up in the excite 
ment, but wished people would have 
been as excited about the steamship 


the dock at about 12:45 as the first im- 
age of the ‘weathered veteran ap- 
peared at the tip of the Cedar Point 
peninsula. 

Wally Thiel — a founder of Friends 
of the Boeckling, the non-profit group 
that brought Sandusky’s sentimental 
steamer back home — gripped a 
microphone and talked to Jerry 
Maske, a Boeckling crew member 
who was calling from aboard the boat. 


30 years ago when it sailed away from “TI can’t believe the crowd you got 
Sandusky. down there,’’ Maske told Thiel. 

“If they would have been as en- The spray of the Safire, the city’s 
thusiastic when it went away, we fire boat, greeted Sandusky’s prodigal 
wouldn’t have lost it,’ she said. son. The air horn of Neuman Boat 
“Those were the days before people Lines’ passenger-packed Challenger 
realized what a heritage was.” 

An air of hushed expectation swept 
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Boeckling ‘friends’ 


leave for Wisconsin 


If all goes as planned, the historic sidewheeler G.A. 
Boeckling — used for the past 30 years as a floating 
warehouse in Sturgeon Bay, Wis. — should be back in San- 
dusky by next weekend. 

That was the cautious prediction of Don Nath, president 
of the non-profit Friends of the Boeckling. Nath and five 
other Sandusky residents planned to leave for Wisconsin 
this morning on the first leg of their journey to bring the 
Boeckling back. 

The Sanduskians planned to spend all of Monday and 
much of Tuesday readying the Boeckling for its 550-mile 
trip home. Late Tuesday night, or Wednesday morning at 
the latest, the Boeckling will set sail for Ohio — with a tug 
boat providing the power. 

Nath said the Boeckling, which ferried passengers to and 
from Cedar Point from 1909 to 1952, should arrive at the 
Jackson Street dock sometime on Friday. A formal 
homecoming celebration has not been planned, but one may 
be organized at the last minute, Nath said. 

Among those making the trip to Wisconsin will be several 
members of the Ohio Naval Militia, a branch of the National 
Guard, and a U.S. Navy recruiting officer. 

Before leaving for Ohio, they plan to install pumps on the 
Boeckling, set up radio gear, remove heavy wooden panels 
that cover the sides of the vessel and do some general 
housekeeping. ‘‘There’s 30 years of dirt on that boat,’’ Nath 
said. 
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HOME ATLAST 


The tug, “William A. Whitney” arrived in Sturgeon Bay 
and on June 9, 1982 at 11:00 A.M. she began her trip home 
to a berth away from her original berth thirty years prior. 
The trip was unusually calm and the water smoothed out 
like glass. It was as though she knew where she was 
headed or as though some divine providence had bade 
this grand old lady a safe trip. 

At exactly 1:00 A.M. on Friday June 11, 1982, the 
“Boeckling” entered the familiar waters of Sandusky Bay. 
She was escourted by Newman Boat Lines “Challenger” 
and the fire rescue boat “SAFIRE”. Pleasure boats of all 
sizes bobbed in her wake. Throngs of people huddled the 
shoreline, and the Jackson Street Pier was filled with well- 
wishers. It truly was a great day for Sanduskians of all 
ages. There were cheers and tears of joy from everyone. 
She was indeed a “Great Lady”. Her flags unfurled in the 
bright afternoon sun and seemed to wave to her familiar 
surroundings. Indeed she had not been forgotten. 

The next thirty days were spent cleaning, scrubbing, 
and unloading nine tons of wooden bins that filled all three 
of her decks. 

On Saturday July 10, 1982 the “Boeckling” was re- 
christened with the same pomp and circumstance as she 
had seventy-three years prior, with a bottle of Hommel’s 
“White Star Champagne”. 


By JOHN PRZYBYS 
Staff Writer 

Let there be no mistake — the 
G.A. Boeckling is home. 

About 500 people braved 
Saturday morning’s heat and 
humidity to formally welcome 
the double-ended steamer home 
at its christening and rededica- 
tion ceremony. 

For the Boeckling, 30 years 
made all the difference in the 
world. July 10, 1952, was a sad 
day for Sanduskians, as the 
Boeckling left Sandusky Bay for 
what would eventually turn out 
to be a mere 30-year hiatus. 

But July 10, 1982, held no 
sadness. Saturday’s ceremonies 
marked the full completion of 
the circle, as the Boeckling once 
again became one of Sandusky’s 
treasures. 

With the rededication, the 
Boeckling begins its third 


career. For 43 years following 
its initial appearance on San- 
dusky Bay in 1909, the steamer 
ferried passengers to and from 
Cedar Point. Then, in 1952, it 
began a 30-year term of service 
as a floating warehouse for a 
Sturgeon Bay, Wis., ship 
building and designing firm. 


Now, in its latest incarnation, 
the Boeckling will serve as a na- 
tional maritime treasure, com- 
munity center and museum and, 
several speakers said Saturday, 
a symbol of Sandusky’s rebirth. 


In his remarks, City Manager 
Frank Link called it a “proud 
day”’ and challenged spectators 
to ‘make this grand old lady a 
symbol of the rebirth of our 
waterfront. Let her float proudly 
in our bay once again.”’ 

Perhaps the most important 
part of Saturday’s ceremonies 


was the Boeckling’s rechristen- 
ing. 
Actually, according to area 
historian Gordon Wendt, there is 
some disagreement as to how 
many times the Boeckling was 
christened when it was put into 
service in 1909. 

“Tt is certain that she was not 
ready to bring her christening 
party back to Sandusky from 
Ecorse, Mich., whence they had 
journeyed for the ceremony,’’ he 
said. 

“One account says that the 
group returned home and 
brought the bottle of champagne 
and its sterling silver wrapper 
back with them. The other 
report has her christened at the 
shipyard before the party 
returned by land, since the boat 
was not ready for the trip 
home.”’ 


Nevertheless, he said, the 


500 celebrate Boeckling’s return 


Boeckling’s Sandusky christen- 
ing occurred on June 26, 1909. 

Saturday’s rechristening was 
much less complicated. Break- 
ing a bottle of White Star Cham- 
pagne — vintage 1904 — on the 
side of the Boeckling were Con- 
nie Casanova, 1219 W. Monroe 
St., and attendants Michele 
Brake, 6019 Bardwell Road, 
Castalia, and Tracy Myers, 512 
W. Osborne St. 

Mayor George Mylander 
presented Don Nath — president 
of Friends of the Boeckling, the 
non-profit group which brought 
the steamer back to Sandusky 
and is now working to restore it 
— with the key to the city, ad- 
ding ‘I’m perhaps the first 
mayor of Sandusky to present a 
key to a boat.” 

Also attending the ceremonies 


to A-2. 


REJUVINATION 


The flurry of celebration passed and the massive job 
ahead was in restoring what thirty years had taken away 
from the once grand ferry. The original blueprints of the 
“Boeckling” have been found, which will help with the 
restoration plans. 

In April of 1983 an International Maritime Preservation 
Workshop was held aboard the “Boeckling” to determine 
the needs and development of these plans. Experts from 
the United States and Canada were in attendance. At this 
time also, the “Boeckling” received a prestigious berth in 
the National Register of Historic Places. 

Many painstaking hours have been spent stripping, 
sanding, priming, painting and building by an over- 
whelming number of volunteers. 

What started as a few concerned citizens, the Friends 


of the Boeckling now number over 700 from all parts of the 
United States and Canada. George A. Boeckling would 
have been proud to see the philanthropic attitude of the 
people toward his boat, as contributions of both time and 
money have been numerous. 
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PROGRESS 


THE WORDS 


CHARLES H. PERCY, ILL., CHAIRMAN 


HOWARD H. BAKER, JR., TENN, CLAIBORNE PELL, R.!. 


JESSE HELMS, N.C. JOSEPH R. BIDEN, JR., DEL, 
S. 1. HAYAKAWA, CALIF. JOHN GLENN, OHIO 
RICHARD G. LUGAR, IND. PAUL S. SARBANES, MD. Es 
CHARLES MC C. MATHIAS, JR. MD. EDWARD ZORINSKY, NEBR. 
ye talare lege? i es getgarceenenenpe pte WVnited Htates Henate 
RUDY BOSCHWITZ, MINN. ALAN CRANSTON, CALIF. 
LARRY PRESSLER, S. DAK. CHRISTOPHER J. DOOD, CONN. 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
EDWARD G. SANDERS, STAFF DIRECTOR 
GERYLD B. CHRISTIANSON, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 


July 10, 1982 


Dear Friends, 


I would like to express my heartiest congratulations to the Friends 
of the Boeckling for the splendid accomplishment represented in today's 
dedication ceremony. Your commitment to the return of the G.A. Boeckling 
exemplifies a truly dedicated community effort. 


The return of this maritime treasure makes today a great day for 
Sandusky and, indeed, the entire nation. This is an occasion of sentimental 
and historical importance - for the Boeckling is our country's last 
double-ended side-wheeler. 


I would also like to share with the citizens of Sandusky who have 
made this day possible my sincere hope that this glorious facet of history 
evolves into more than a sentimental refurbished treasure. I hope the 
Boeckling will be a catalyst - a giant step forward - for the redevelopment 
and economic growth of the magnificent Sandusky Bay area. 


Today has been made possible through the tireless, persevering efforts 
of you, the Friends of the Boeckling. I am proud of your loyalty to this 
project, I am proud of Sandusky, I am enthusiastic about your future, and 
I am very honored to be a part of this memorable day. 


Best regards. 


JOHN GLENN 
United States Senator 
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DON J. PEASE 
131TH District, OHIO 


1127 LONGWORTH BuiLDING 


iar tenis Congress of the United States 


COMMITTEE ON Bouse of Representatives 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRADE Washington, D.C. 20515 


SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE AND 
UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION 


September 10, 1981 


Mr. Donald J. Nath 

President 

Friends of the Boeckling, Inc. 
111 East Shoreline Drive 
Sandusky, Ohio 44870 


Dear Mr. Nath: 


ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: 
BILL. GOOLD 


DISTRICT OFFICE: 
ROBERT RULL!I 

1936 CoorerR-FOsSTER PARK ROAD, LORAIN 
(216) 282-5003 


PART-TIME OFFICES: 
MRS. MARY ANN SLOAN 
157 Co_umBus AVENUE, SANDUSKY 
(419) 625-7193 


MRS. BARBARA FLOWERS 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, MEDINA 
(216) 725-6120 


MUNICIPAL BulLDING, BARBERTON 
(216) 848-1001 


Thank you for your letter of August 26, 1981, and accompanying 
brochure, which you sent advising me of your organization and of your hopes 
to purchase and restore the steamer G. A. Boeckling. After reviewing the 
materials which you provided, I must say that I certainly admire the efforts 
which you are undertaking to return this historic vesselto its proper place. 
And I am pleased to add my support---recalling as I do the many happy trips 


I made to Cedar Point on the G. A. Boeckling in my youth. 


Additionally, I 


will be happy to look into possible avenues of federal funding to assist 
you in this endeavor. I will advise you of whatever information I am able 


to obtain in this regard. 


Again, thank you for your letter. If in the meantime you should have 
any questions, or if there is any other way in which I can be of assistance, 


please do not hesitate to let me know. 


Sincerely yours, 


Member of Congress 
Enclosure 


DJP:bt 


C.2: Car Dwo0s ene Opens 0 Dis 
Fie At) OURO; comer oo LAL / 
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PoRaUS Cel A MZACT 12 0°N 


WHEREAS, the steamer G. A. Boeckling is a part of 
Sandusky's rich nautical heritage, and 


WHEREAS, The Friends of the Boeckling, Inc. has under- 
taken the task of returning and restoring the steamer G. A. 
Boeckling as a community treasure, and 

WHEREAS, the steamer G. A. Boeckling has gained nation- 
wide recognition for its maritime significance as the last 
Side-wheeled steamboat on the American Great Lakes, 

NOW THEREFORE 

The City Commission of the City of Sandusky in session 
assembled do hereby endorse and commend the efforts of The 
Friends of the Boeckling, Inc. to re-establish the ferry 
steamer, G. A. Boeckling in her home port of Sandusky, Ohio. 


Dated this 21st day of September, 1981. 


y 
ity Commissioner 


oa F I faa) 


Martha Flippen 
City Commissioner 


John Mears 
City Commissioner 


Ne 


City Commissioner 


A 
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THE GREAT LAKES HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


480 MAIN STREET 
VERMILION, OHIO 44089 
November 20, 1981 TELEPHONE 216/967-3467 


Mr. Don Nath 

"The FRIENDS of the BOECKLING" 
111 East Shoreline Drive 
Sandusky, Ohio 44870 


Dear Mr. Nath: 


On behalf of the Officers and Board of Trustees of The Great Lakes Historical 
Society, I wish to commend you and ''The FRIENDS of the BOECKLING" committee 
for the acquisition and return of the old steamer G. A. BOECKLING to her home 
port of Sandusky, Ohio; with the hope that such planning will be finalized. 


An important thrust of the concept of your project is that you have found an 
original and unique side~wheeler almost unchanged since her departure from 
Sandusky on July 10, 1952. Although her beautiful, double inclined engine 
is gone, her superstructure, stack and four flag masts are to be replaced, 
and, along with hull examination and certification, such immediate priorities 
are being addressed and proper procedures are being followed. 


Such a magnificant and historic vessel must be preserved. Your fine 
organization is promoting a rare opportunity to make the G. A. BOECKLING 
come alive again. A significant area of history is within your grasp since 
this vessel meant so much for so many for over forty years. The steamer 

G. A. BOECKLING shared heavily in the prosperity of both Cedar Point and 
downtown Sandusky and, indeed, the whole area of your city, and this is 
vitally important. 


With "The FRIENDS of the BOECKLING" setting out to preserve a major part 
of Americana, the return of the double ender, ferry boat G. A. BOECKLING 
to Sandusky, Ohio on July 10, 1982 will immeasurably fullfill a dream all 
of us will share with you;that you have achieved success. 


Therefore, we, the Officers and Board of Trustees of The Great Lakes 
Historical Society, sincerely wish you well. 


Very truly yours, 
Rife desea, 10 


TAS:ts Thomas A. Sykora 
Secretary 
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“A vintage steamboat is a member of an endangered 
species. It must be taken care of properly to insure it’s 
continued existence ... both for our pleasure and for the 
sake of future generations . . . for the steamboat is living 
history.” 


One commences thinking on the responsibility we as 
board members of the “Friends of the Boeckling” have, 
doesn’t it? We all have an opportunity to insure the con- 
tinued existence of our steamboat. 


Lee Baumeister 

Vice President, 

Board of Directors 
“Friends of the Boeckling” 
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